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NO TIME TO FLY 

TO THE STARS 

by Yaroslav GOLOVANOV 
from KOMSOMOLSK AY A PRAVDA 

Anatoli 'Zykov worked in a laboratory at the 
design bureau working on spaceships, and he 
himself dreamed of making flights into space. But 
he did not like to talk to other people about it. 
Well on the way to realising his ambition, he 
met his death in an accident. 
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LOVE AMONG 

THE SEALS 
by Mikhail KOROSTYLYOV 
from the magazine NAUKA I TEKHNIKA (Science and Engineering) 







ABOUT SOVIET LITERATURE, MUSIC, 
* ”T AND PHILATELY 



THE PROF GOES 
INTO SHIPPING 
by Vladimir SHIN 
from the newspaper 
KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA 

It made me quite dizzy to look at the map with its myriad black 
dots scattered about the oceans of the world, marking the positions of 
ships at that particular day and hour. With me was the Minister of the 
Merchant Fleet of the USSR, Victor Bakayev, D.Sc. (Tech.) 
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Soviet Revolutionary 
Posters 



SPUTNIK 

In the first years of its existence the characteristic 
feature of the young Soviet State’s life was not only the 
desire of the people to quench their thirst for freedom, 
peace, land and bread, but also their yearning for culture 
and art. 

And though Russia, exhausted by the imperialist war 
and the consequences of the czarist regime—starvation, 
ruin and epidemics — was also prey to sabotage by 
counter-revolutionaries, and subsequently to foreign 
intervention, the very nature of life of the Soviet people 
had a trait of inner joy and optimism. 

Magazine covers and revolutionary posters proved in 
those days to be the most effective means of pictorial art. 
The posters were especially popular. They appeared on 
house walls, fences, in railway stations. They were re¬ 
drawn in enlarged copy. In the same way as popular 
song, poster was a production of an anonymous writer, 
yet it lived in people’s memory as an epoch-making 
image. 

Often posters produced in a day or so served just as 
much as newspapers as a means of getting information 
to a vast public. 

Now as you look at these stirring works of graphic 
art, you not only sense the flavour of the time, you de¬ 
rive aesthetic pleasure from the way content and form 
are so wonderfully suited to each other. The posters of 
those years presented a number of characters, heroes 
of the new society — the worker, the Red Army man, the 
sailor, the peasant and the working woman — and also 
some obnoxious characters, such as the czar, the general, 
the factory owner, the bourgeois, and so on. 

Posters forged the new heraldic device — the hammer 
and sickle; posters influenced the design of banknotes 
and postage stamps; posters led the way in anotherhere 
— for on them representations of Lenin appeared for 
the first time ever in Soviet pictorial art. 
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the “Hong Kong” pandemic 
struck, about 16,000 people took 
part in the experiment. Interfe¬ 
ron was used for both prevention 
and cure and in both cases the 
results were good. The incidence 
of flu was two or three times 
lower among those treated with 
interferon and when these people 

did develop flu the attack was 
much lighter. 

As interferon is a product of 
normal cell activity and is ob¬ 
tained from living human tissue — 
the leukocytes — it can be ad¬ 
ministered with perfect safety to 
people of any age and with any 
chronic disease. 

HYPNOSIS MACHINE 

A new physiotherapy apparatus (LIDA-3) designed at the Medical 
College in Kishinev treats insomnia, hypertension, child-stuttering 
and certain other functional disorders of the nervous system. It uses 
a kind of electro-hypnosis. Without touching the body, it induces 
a profound sleep within a few minutes, so lowering the patient’s 
blood pressure. 

THE DEADLY NARCISSUS 

Many flowers are completely incompatible when placed in the 
same vase. Deathly dramas take place. 

Mignonette will begin to wilt after half an hour in the same vase 
as a rose and the poisonous substance which lily-of-the-valley secretes 
immediately another flower is placed with it kills the intruder. 
Narcissi have the same effect on forget-me-nots. 

Roses and carnations both lose their fragrance if they are in a mixed 
bowl, and soon begin to wilt. 

Another interesting thing about carnations is that they react very 
badly to noise. If they are near a radio they will soon wither. 

From KOMSOMOLETS UZBEKISTAN A 

Chukotka: 
Life and Letters 
by Yuri RYTHEU 
from the weekly LITERATURN AY A ROSSIYA 

The Chukchi, numbering only 
11,700 according to the 1959 
census (but probably about 
15,000 today), live in the 

Only 40 years ago they had no 
written language. Today many 
works of prose and poetry have 
been written and published in 
their own language. Yuri Rytheu, 
born in 1930, was the first 
prose-writer to emerge in 
Chukotka. When two of his 
books, THE PEOPLE OF OUR 
COAST and FRIENDS AND 
COMRADES were translated 
into Russian in 1953, delighted 
readers discovered a new world. 
Rytheu’s heroes are the people 
of Chukotka, brave and 
unsophisticated, trustful and 
generous. Their heritage and 
traditions, joys and sorrows, 
form the theme of Rytheu’s 
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Mozart and Salieri 

PROFESSOR IGOR BELZA, NOTED SOVIET MUSIC AND LITE¬ 
RARY SCHOLAR, HAS COLLECTED A GREAT DEAL OF MA¬ 
TERIAL ABOUT MOZART’S DEATH, MAKING IT LOOK VERY 
BLACK INDEED FOR HIS ALLEGED POISONER, ANTONIO 
SALIERI. 
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SLIMMER HOPES OF VENUS 

u These 
Half Centuries 

i 1610, 

Scientific study of Venv 
menced soon after the in- 
of the first telescope. 
Galileo, with his primit 

phases of Venus — the changes 
of light falling < ’ ' 

Lomonosov’s discovery o 

It directed universal attention tc 
this planet which seemed to lx 
very much like the Earth. 

Venus as an ideal refuge. It ap¬ 
peared to have all the conditions 
for the emergence and evolution 
of living beings. Its size, mass 

much the same as those of the 
Earth. And, as Lomonosov disco¬ 
vered, it has a “substantial” 
atmosphere. Though a cloud 
blanket hides the surface of the 
planet from sight, it is bathed in 

rs of the sun on 
But the more m 
s the slimmer g 
it it is habitable. 

telescope, the eye and the c 

rature and chemical composition 

above the cloud blanket, but 
unfortunately these results proved 

In the fifties radioastronomy 
opened up new fields. The radio- 
telescope, with its huge bowl- 

sure the invisible radio waves, 
longer in wave-length than the 
infra-red rays. Radio 

e fic- 
intelligible signals. They resemble 
“atmospherics” on the radio, but 
they provide valuable informa¬ 
tion regarding their source, and 
they pass through the atmosphere 
unhindered. The radio-telescopes 
are like the ears of the Earth, and 
they can “hear” the weakest 
cosmic radio signals, through any 

the Earth, 
n studies Ve- 
ow his hopes 

i scientists’ radar 
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